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methods of teaching. Moreover, when in 1814 the Society
of Jesus was reconstituted, most of the Fathers of the Faith
joined it and continued, as Jesuits, a close and most helpful
intercourse with the Society of the Sacred Heart.1

Another type of French education is to be found at
Port RqyaL The boys' school, which originated in 1637,
but can really only be said to have flourished from 1647
to 1660, marks an epoch in methodology and had much
subsequent influence. The first masters were masters
indeed: Arnauld, Lancelot, Nicole were among the fore-
most writers and thinkers of the day. Their pedagogical
treatises, based upon Cartesian philosophy and couched
in the purest French of that era of literary greatness, were
further recommended to the world by a lofty morality and
sincere disinterestedness, however Jansenistic may have
been the religious outlook of the writers.2 A girls' school
had been in existence since mediaeval days. It was re-
organised by Abbess Angelique Arnauld, early in the
seventeenth century, and is known through Jacqueline
Pascal's Keglemenspour les enfans de Port Rqya/ (1655), and
the Constitutions of the Monasteryf, which were printed in
1665.

The greatest master of the famous school was un-
doubtedly Lancelot. Heart and soul in his work, he pro-
duced many textbooks. Among these, La Nouvelk
Methods pour apprendre facilement la langte latlne gives its rules

1  See Part n, Chapter I.
2  The advance in pedagogical method due to the Port Royalists seems to have
blinded some historians to the fact that as Educators their work was doomed to
failure; their whole life-system being based on a pessimistic view of human nature
akin to the most rigid tenets of Calvinism, kcked those two most necessary elements
of all education, namely, hope and joy.   The girls' school seems to have been even
more gloomy and repressive than the boys', and yet it is quoted again and again as
being " typical of convent life/* even by such a scholar as Greard.